Elsewhere in the world, diesel engine penetration into the light-duty vehicle market has advanced rapidly over the past twenty years and particularly over the last five years. In large measure, this recent growth spurt is due to the availability of the so-called "common rail" fuel injection system, which has almost single-handedly transformed the diesel engine, making it seriously competitive with the gasoline engine as a private vehicle powerplant. Now, a number of factors are converging that improve the prospect for the availability of diesel engines in the North American light-duty market, not the least of which is the market shift toward sport utility vehicles (SUVs), for which diesel engine characteristics are most admirably suited. These characteristics include fuel economy, invincible low-speed torque, and all-around good drivability enabled in part by sophisticated engine subsystems such as the fuel injection system and variable geometry turbochargers (VGTs). 
